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APHONIC ENGINEERS 


No one knows who started the legend that engineers cannot 
write or talk, Its inaccuracy may be proved by anyone who reads 
engineering ‘periodicals reports of proceedings of engineering 
societies, and the large number of books written by capable en- 
gineers, However, lixe many other popular beliefs, it contains 
enouzh half-truths to make it appear still plausible, 


No branch of the engineering profession is more in need 
of adequate interpretation by qualified prolocutors than the work 
of the traffic engineer, Highway traffic is of immediate and in- 
timate concern to everyone, and not only does everyone discuss 
it, but every driver and every pedestrian seems to feel qualified 
to speak authoritatively, The voice of the traffic engineer, as 
he works to analyze his traffic problems accurately and solve 
them scientifically, is lost in the clamor of feature writers and 
sob sisters and writers of letters to the editor proclaiming 
their infallible dicta, ‘ith a few notable exceptions, the traf- 
fic engineer says so little that the public cannot be blamed for 
thinking he has nothing to say, 


The public has the right to be tola, It pays the salary 
of the traffic engineer, and he is culpably negligent when he 
permits uninformed public opinion and self-appointed experts to 
dictate on traffic problems without raising his voice, 


Every editor is glad to receive contributions on a sub- 
ject so timely and full of public interest, and is even more 
willing to publish then when they are written by qualified per- 
sons, Traffic engineers should contribute more than an infini- 
tesimal part of the millions of words written on traffic, 
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E, W, JAMES RETURNS FROM! CENTRAL AMERICA 


E, W, James (ember), Chief of the Division of Highway 
Transport, U, S, Bureau of Public Roads, recently returned from 
a trip to 'exico and the republics of Central America in connec- 
tion with the construction of the Inter-American Highway, 


MSMBERS ON PROGRAM AT A, S, C, E, CONVENTION 
Observance of traffic control devices and regulations 
was discussed at the 65th Annual Convention of the A, S, C, E, 
held at Los Angeles, July 3-7, in papers by J, G, Eliot, 3d, 
(Associate), Highway Economist, U, S, Bureau of Public Roads, 
and ©, 8, Lefferts (Member), }'anager, Public Safety Department, 
Automobile Club of Southern California, 


PEABODY REPORTS ON FLORIDA TRAFFIC SURVEY 


The June issue of Public Roads, official publication of 
the U, S, Bureau of Public Roads, contains an article by L, E, 
Peabody (Member), Senior Highway Zconomist, Division of Hizhway 
Transport, entitled "Extracts from Report on “lorida Traffic 
Survey", in which characteristics of tourist traffic and trans- 
portation of citrus fruits are discussed, The complete report 

is being published by the florida State Road Department, Talla- 
hassee, Florida, and cannot be obtained from the Bureau of Public 
Roads, 


AUTOMATIC TRAFFIC COUNTERS 


Inquiry has been received regarding automatic traffic 
counters, There are several types of such counters on the mar- 
ket and considerable literature on the subject, This inquiry 
deals with their dependability and satisfactory performance in 

the field, and particularly with reference to a device which will 
zive a printed record of the volume of passing traffic at hourly 
intervals, Je feel that members of the Institute may have had 
experience which would be of great value in answering this inquiry, 


HORSE NOT A VEHICLE 


According to a United Press report from Chicago, a man 
arrested for leaving his horse in a no-parking area contended 
that the steed was not a vehicle, The judge said: "The horse 
is fast disappearinz, and we must pay it due respect, As long 
as I am a judge I will never rule against tne horse, He may 
park where he wants to", This may be horse sense, but our 
sympathy is for the traffic cop, 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


Sir - Noise is the result of an ancient and primitive 
urge, Babies shake rattles, boys beat drums, college men and old 
grads yell at football games, and other sport fans roar in ap- 
plause or disappointment, Politicians grow hoarse with oratory, 
and drivers blow their horns, 


At every pause in traffic drivers lean on their horn 
buttons, and if a pedestrian stens from the curb they try, with 
peculiar disregard of physical laws, to blow him off the road 
with sound waves, ‘hen Elmer calls on the girl friend he thinks 
it silly to get out and ring her doorbell, Should & courteous 
driver slow down to let an old lady cross the street, all the 
drivers behind him curse with their horns, 


Ye used to resent comparisons of the older European 
culture with our "barbaric" manners, but when drivers in =ngland 
are arrested for violating the "London Silence" and Mussolini 
successfully orders drivers to be quiet what can we say? 


Two recent suggestions cap the climax, One is that a 


driver who observes another violating a rule of safe driving 
should call the offender's attention to his fault by sounding a 
long blast of the horn, followed by two short blasts and a long 
one; and an insurance company proposes that a driver who sees a 
youngster stealing a ride should sound a warning consisting of 
a long, a short, and another long blast; and these are offered 
as safety measures+ 


Animals are much more logical, The lion's roar, the 
wildcat's scream, and the owl's hoot are not sounded to warn 
their intended victims, Beasts are not actuated by such mawkish- 
ness; they intend to frighten their victims into helplessness, 
or to cause hidden prey to reveal itself by a fright-induced 
movement, 


The savage is also logical, He yells, clashes spears 
and beats tom-toms, both to frighten his enemy into wealmess 
and to arouse himself to a killing frenzy, but he does not pre- 
tend that it is for the safety of the public, 


Let's quit kidding ourselves, 


Washington, D, C, E, A, Rache, 
July 3, 1935, 


(The receipt of a clipping from the New York Herald Tribune 


announcing the organization in New Yor’ City of the "League for 
Less Noise, Inc,", The League has appealed to Mayor La Guardia 


Page three 


| 


to follow in this respect London, Paris, Stuttgart, Florence, and 
practically all European cities, where ‘cessation of horn-blowing 
has been found to decrease accidents, Ernest H, Peabody is pres- 
ident, Twenty-two organizations are supporting the League in its 
first crusade azainst the "obnoxious and unreasonable horn- 
blower",) Uditor. 


LEFFERTS ON OBSERVANCE OF TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICHS, ETC, 

An abstract of Member Lefferts' paper referred to on 
page two of this issue appears in Engineering News-Record of 
July 11, as follows: 


Traffic engineering is a new branch of the profession 
which must deal with a constantly varying element in traffic 
problems - the human equation, Something more than laws must 
be used to build up safer driving habits; first, traffic regula- 
tions must be made right, and then a campaign for better observ- 
ance must be undertaken, An example of what can be accomplished 
by educational campaigns appears in the decrease in the accident 
rate for commercial vehicles in recent years, during which such 
campaigns have been made by firms employing drivers, Possessing 
a driver's license must be regarded as more of a privilege; 


licensing the immature and the aged is to be condemned, and 
suspension of the driving privilege must follow repeated dis- 
regard of traffic rules, 


Los Angeles has a Saturday morning traffic school which 
juvenile traffic-law violators are sentenced to attend, After 
attendance for a stated number of times, a written examination 
must be passed with a zrade of 75 percent before the violator 
can get clearance from his court sentence, In the past four 
years 3,800 boys and zirls have attended this school, 


Agreement as to the dangers of three-lane highways and 
the questionable right of way ih the middle lane, was followed 
by a plea for substituting, in new construction, a four-lane 
project on wich the two outer lanes would be heavily paved 
for maix traffic lanes and the two inner lanes would be lightly 
paved (assuming strictly limited funds), to serve passing traf- 
fic only until funds for full pavement became available, 
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